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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 0922 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECIN, ETRD, IN, IR, PK, AF 
SUBJECT: INDIAN OCEAN COMMON MARKET 

DURING MY DISCUSSION ON FEBRUARY 1 WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
ABDULLAH ON THE SUBJECT OF IRANI AN-AFGHAN ECONOMIC CO- 
OPERATION, OR MORE ACCURATELY THE LACK THEREOF, HE 
VOLUNTEERED THAT HE DID NOT SEE HOW THE SHAH COULD BE 
SINCERE ABOUT AN INDIAN OCEAN COMMON MARKET AND BEHAVE 
TOWARD AFGHANISTAN THE WAY HE DOES. HE MADE A COUPLE OF 
SARCASTIC COMMENTS ABOUT HOW THE SHAH IS TRAVELING AROUND 
THE AREA THESE DAYS TRYING TO BOOST THIS PLAN OF HIS. 

HE SAID NO ONE HAS YET TALKED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
AFGHANISTAN (GOA) ABOUT THIS SUBJECT, BUT THAT THE GOA 
IS IN THE PROCESS OF FORMULATING ITS VIEWS. 
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